MINUTES OF THE CITY OF MOORE HAVEN CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING ON JANUARY 5, 2010 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 299 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, MOORE HAVEN, FLORIDA

Council members present:

Bret Whidden, Mayor  






Harry Ogletree, Vice Mayor 






John Ahern, Finance Officer and Councilman






Mike Brantley, Councilman   






Dave McGee, Councilman 

Others Present:


Maxine Brantley, City Clerk  






Steve Ramunni, City Attorney (Absent) 






Frank Thomas, City Manager






Sam Briefman, Water Plant Supervisor

ITEM 1:  ROLL CALL.
Whidden gave the roll call announcing each of the above present.
ITEM 2: INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
McGee gave the invocation; Ogletree led in the flag salute.

ITEM 3:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND AGENDA.

MOTION was made by McGee, seconded by Ahern to approve the December 15, 2009 Regular meeting minutes.  Motion carried.
ITEM 4:  ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA ITEMS. 
MOTION was made by Ahern, seconded by McGee to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.
ITEM 5:  PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS:  

McGee presented the Holiday decorating contest awards to first place residential; Francis Bryant, second place residential; Thelma Brinkley and third place to Tony & Jennifer Adams.  Commercial first place went to Rainbow Gardens and Gifts, Cindy Davidson.
ITEM 6: REPORT OF OFFICERS. 
6A: City Manager.  Thomas stated he is going to let Scott Bass do his report and the back up is item number 12 in my reports.  Bass stated there is a grant available for safety transportation, we received 436,000 from FDOT.  We have tried several ways for the student drop off areas, we are proposing to put a parking lot off of 10th Street and run parallel to the back fence of the Administration building and it will have a circler driveway around the parking lot.  There will have to be site work and drainage to be done; we want to make sure it is okay with you according to our lease agreement.  Whidden stated I think we need to support it, first thing we have to look at is safety, and I would appreciate you keeping us updated on it.  McGee stated this will take the students out of the traffic area.  Ahern stated you fight the kids crossing at 7th Street all the time.  Bass stated it is an education issue.  

Thomas stated he has scheduled a preconstruction meeting with Murphy on Monday January 11th at 10:00 A.M.  Thomas stated that Perry said he would have in his the week of the 11th for the seawall and docks.  
Thomas stated we received the finding from DCA on the EAR.  Thomas stated we received the Dewatering permit from SFWM on December 22nd for the sewer project.  Thomas stated the repairs on the water park have been completed; we are still working on a written warranty.  Thomas stated he wants to set up a ground breaking for the Marina project.  
Thomas stated that Senate bill SB 614 has been pre-filed which under certain conditions would allow the City to recover costs for certain capital improvements to the water system directly from our customers via a surcharge.   

Thomas stated we received a law suit for a slip and fall at the Sheriffs office; Ramunni has already taken care of this.  Thomas stated we received a notice from DEP about the consent order; Ramunni relayed to me that he has beat this horse about enough.  

Thomas stated that Watson has requested the expenditure of $1,200.00 for a reconditioned transmission plus about $200.00 for the rocker arms to put vehicle #60 back in service.  Whidden stated for that amount of money Taylor can do it and get the truck back on the road.  Thomas stated he is working on a vehicle replacement plan and looking at using more Gator/Mule type utility vehicles.  

Thomas stated we received a notice from FDEP about our petroleum storage tanks; Briefman has already taken care of that.  Thomas stated we received notice of an Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant after speaking with Milita it doesn’t look like something we want to chase.  
6B: City Attorney.  Absent.  Ahern stated he spoke with him and everything on the consent order was fine and he has been unsuccessful on getting in touch with Jackson.  Mike Brantley asked if the Hardstad property had been finalized.  Ahern stated yes.        
6C: City Clerk.    Maxine Brantley stated on the meeting for the CCPWA there is nothing really going on, the bills we have can be paid because they are under contract.  Ahern stated we might as well wait until the regular meeting on the 25th.  Maxine Brantley stated she would let everyone know.
ITEM 7: DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS. 
Watson stated everything went well over the holidays, the school had a bad leak today, and we have been working on it.  Watson stated he gave a price on a weed eater and chain saw that we need.  Whidden stated we need it and we got to get it.  Watson stated do you want to get some of the dirt from the sewer project and put on the Hardstad property.  Ahern stated yes, we did not want to before but we own it now.  Ahern asked if the basketball court switch had been fixed.  Watson stated I have the number and have got to get it ordered from Griffin.
Briefman stated staff has made contact with McKune with reference to the screen on the clarifier; we are waiting on prices for the parts for the piping in the clear well.  The fuel bill that was brought up at the last meeting was for the sewer plant.  Briefman stated GE Betz is still working on a credit for the chemical that did not work.    
ITEM 8: CONSENT AGENDA: (Those matters included under the Consent Agenda are self-explanatory and are not expected to require review or discussion.  Items will be enacted by one motion; if discussion on an item is desired by any City Councilman or member of the public, however, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda ad considered separately).

A. Bill submitted List number 1 in the amount of $47,395.37
B. Bill submitted List number 2 in the amount of $1,519.11
MOTION was made by Ogletree, seconded by McGee to approve the bill submitted list number one in the amount of $47,395.37.  Motion carried.

Mike Brantley asked what the repairs on truck number 61 were for six hundred dollars.  Ahern stated it was for brakes and tires.

MOTION was made by Ogletree, seconded by McGee to approve the bill submitted list number two in the amount of $1,519.11.  Motion carried.  Ahern abstained.
ITEM 9: PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

9A: Resolutions:  None  
9B: Ordinances: None


9B-1 First Reading: 300 Bid Protest.

Maxine Brantley read Ordinance number 300 bid protest aloud in title only.

MOTION was made by Ahern, seconded by McGee to approve the first reading of Ordinance number 300 bid protest. Motion carried.

9B-2 Second Reading:Ordinance 299 Charitable Solicitations.

Ahern stated that has got some more work that needs to be done on it.  Whidden stated it needs to go back to Ramunni.

MOTION was made by McGee, seconded by Ogletree to continue second reading of Ordinance 299 charitable solicitations to the next regular meeting.  Motion carried.

ITEM 10: OLD BUSINESS: 
1. DISSCUSS GOLF CARTS.
Whidden stated I am still looking at some issues and ideas, there are different things in your packet and I think we can corporate some of those and come up with something for us.  Whidden stated I think we can come up with something that will fit our Community and our needs.
2. DISCUSS SICK AND VACATION DAYS FOR COUNCILMEN.

McGee stated I suggested six days at the last meeting.  Ahern stated I think the proportion is not the same as the employees, an average for the employee is twenty seven days and I would say three would be a fair number.   Whidden stated if you do six days that would be twenty five percent of our meetings, I don’t think we need to divide it up between sick or vacation just call it personal leave.  Whidden stated I don’t consider my self a full time employee.  Ogletree stated what you are saying we can miss three days for what ever.  Ahern stated yes.  Whidden stated I am fine with the way it is now.  Mike Brantley stated this is not a job, we ran for office to do this, it should be a flat salary of $475.00 per month.  Ahern stated I was happy the way we are, you and McGee have had illness, I was just looking to be fare as the same as our employees.  Mike Brantley stated I hate to come to all the special meetings in the summer and then don’t get paid when I miss a meeting for being in the hospital.  Ogletree stated I agree with you Brantley, Ahern and McGee, I don’t agree with getting deducted $75.00, if we can do away with that we wouldn’t have to worry about that other.  Whidden stated if I missed a meeting I don’t expect to get paid for it.  Thomas stated other City is a blanket salary and if they miss a meeting they ask the other Councilmen, it creates a headache for Maxine to keep track of.

MOTION was made by McGee, seconded by Ahern to amend the Ordinance number 267 to allow for three leave days a year.  Motion carried with Whidden voting against it.
3. DISCUSS CONSENT ORDER FROM DEP.
Whidden stated I spoke with Ramunni earlier in the week and it has been beat to death.  Thomas stated he got a call from Brice from DEP and they need action as soon as possible.  

MOTION was made by Ahern, seconded by Ogletree to authorize Whidden to sign the consent order with Ramunni’s verification.  Motion carried.
ITEM 11: NEW BUSINESS: DISCUSS NEW CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS. (AHERN).  
Ahern stated we all got whipped because we didn’t have any on the highway, we need to start now.  Thomas stated if you are maintaining the poles you have a right to use them.  Whidden stated they need to be made where we can store them in a uniform area.  Thomas stated there is a lease program where they come in and put them up and repair them and take them down, I will bring that option back to you.  Watson stated there is a safety factor on being on that highway and the DOT standards and we have a problem with the two wire system.  Mike Brantley stated if there is a lease company they will take care of that insurance.  Whidden stated bring that back in the options.  Watson stated we haven’t had decorations on the highway in three years.   
ITEM 12: CITIZENS COMMENTS / GENERAL CONCERNS:
Vanassche stated I received a phone call about amendment number three for a pre-award, it will be sent out tomorrow.  During the holidays we submitted progress reports for phase one and two.  They have approved the time limit extension until December of 2010.  On the sewer project they should start the pipe work by Friday.  Vanassche stated Grimsly wants to have a round table meeting with the School Board, County and City on the 26th.  Vanassche stated that USDA sent a letter wanting the phase two project put in writing that it is a viable project.  Whidden stated yes.   
ITEM 13: REPORTS OF MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS: 
Whidden stated he spoke with Woodham and the check needs to be made out to the Chalo Nitka committee and not the Big O Bass Club.  Ahern stated that is correct.

McGee stated we are having our rabies clinic on January 23rd, they are supposed to send some flyers.  Maxine Brantley asked if she needs to order dog tags, before they would give a tag with the shot.  Whidden stated to go ahead and get a hundred tags.  Ahern asked if we could get them in time.  Maxine Brantley stated I think they have a two week turn around, if not we will work something out.  Gilbert stated he would like to have a flyer to post at the Yacht Club.   
Mike Brantley had nothing.

Ahern had nothing.

Ogletree had nothing.

ITEM 14: ADJOURNMENT
MOTION was made by Ogletree, seconded by McGee to adjourn.  Motion carried.
____________________________________                  ________________________________

Maxine Brantley, City Clerk                                             Bret Whidden, Mayor

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M.

THESE MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM. IF ANYONE WISHES TO LISTEN TO THE MEETING IN ITS ENTIRETY, TAPES ARE AVAILABLE.
